Is infection in the community a real threat? The example of CAUTI.
Targeting health care associated infections (HCAIs) is a key priority of current health policy. This applies as much to the community as to hospitals, although the latter receive far more media attention. One of the commonest HCAIs in the community is catheter-associated urinary tract infection (CAUTI). Cutting infection rates is a challenge. Many CAUTIs are the result of inappropriate catheterization, often combined with reduced sensitivity of bacteria to antibiotics given prophylactically. The government's rapid reaction task force has recommended use of a silver-alloy coated catheter, but closer surveillance is needed to persuade budget-holders of the cost and clinical benefits of this intervention.